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Scope 
This policy applies to all Governors, delegated officers and correctional officers 
dealing with drug test offences in correctional centres except the Compulsory Drug 
Treatment (CDT) correctional centre.  

Local procedures may vary this policy in respect of therapeutic program inmates who 
fail program drug tests.  

For the purposes of this policy, all references to Justice Health & Forensic Mental 
Health Network (JH&FMHN) includes St Vincent Hospital (where St Vincent Hospital 
provide medical services at Parklea Correctional Centre). 
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1 Drug test offences 
1.1 Offence relating to random and program testing 
It is an offence under clause 160(3) of the Crimes (Administration of Sentences) 
Regulation 2014 for an inmate to refuse or fail to comply with a direction to supply a 
drug test sample to a correctional officer, regardless of whether or not drug use is 
suspected. 

This clause is cited when reporting and charging an inmate who has refused or failed 
to supply a drug test sample as part of a random or program drug test. 

1.2 Offence relating to target testing 
It is an offence under clause 159(3) of the Crimes (Administration of Sentences) 
Regulation 2014 for an inmate to refuse or fail to comply with a direction to supply a 
drug test sample to a correctional officer where the test was authorised for suspected 
drug use. 

This clause is cited when reporting and charging an inmate who has refused or failed 
to supply a drug test sample pursuant to an authorised target drug test. 

1.3 Offence for failing a prescribed drug test 
It is an offence under clause 153 of the Crimes (Administration of Sentences) 
Regulation 2014 for an inmate to fail a prescribed drug test. An inmate fails a 
prescribed drug test if the inmate’s test sample, as a result of accredited laboratory 
analysis, shows the presence of a drug in the inmate’s body or urine.  

The detection of a drug during a preliminary test does not constitute a failed 
prescribed test, unless a subsequent accredited laboratory analysis confirms the 
presence of a drug in the test sample. 

An inmate is not guilty of failing a prescribed drug test if the detected drug was 
administered to or by the inmate when they were not an inmate, e.g. prior to coming 
into custody (refer to subsection 2.5 Cannabis concentration levels and window 
period of this policy).    

An inmate who has tested positive for a drug does not commit an offence under 
clause 153 if the inmate has been administered the drug by a registered medical 
practitioner, registered dentist or registered nurse for medical, dental or nursing 
reasons. 
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and any police station or court cell complex in which an offender is 
held in custody under that Act or any other Act. 

Delegated 
officer 

Any officer who occupies or acts in the following positions which the 
Governor has delegated certain Governor’s functions to deal with 
correctional centre offences: 

• Manager of Security 
• Functional Manager. 

Directing officer The correctional officer who verbally directs an inmate to provide a 
drug test sample. 

Drug test 
offence 

An offence against clauses 153, 159(3) or 160(3) of the Crimes 
(Administration of Sentences) Regulation 2014.  

Drug test 
sample 

A sample of the person’s breath, urine or oral fluid.  
(See definition of ‘drug test sample’, clause 3 of the Crimes 
(Administration of Sentences) Regulation 2014.) 

JH&FMHN Justice Health & Forensic Mental Health Network 
OIC Officer in Charge 
OIMS Offender Integrated Management System 
Prescribed drug 
test 

A drug test carried out in accordance with directions given by the 
Governor of a correctional centre or a correctional officer holding 
office or acting in a rank that is of or above the rank of Chief 
Correctional Officer.  
(See clause 153 of the Crimes (Administration of Sentences) 
Regulation 2014.) 

Program drug 
test 

A mandatory drug test of inmates who are undertaking pre-release, 
external leave, and certain therapeutic programs. 

Random drug 
test 

A drug test ordered pursuant to a random list of inmates to be drug 
tested at a correctional centre. 

Target drug test A drug test ordered due to suspicion that an inmate is under the 
influence of drugs or has used drugs. 

 Urinalysis 
Administration 
Coordinator 
(UAC) 

The Urinalysis Unit officer responsible for coordinating CSNSW 
inmate drug testing state-wide. 

DTC Drug Testing Coordinator. The correctional officer responsible for 
coordinating drug testing at the correctional centre. Includes the 
transitional centre officer responsible for that function at a 
transitional centre.  

Urinalysis Unit  The unit responsible for coordinating CSNSW inmate drug testing. 
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6 Document information 
Business centre: Custodial Operations 
Approver: Kevin Corcoran 
Date of effect: 16 December 2017 
EDRMS container: 18/7370 

Version Date Reason for amendment 
1.0  Initial publication (Replaces sections 16 and 19 of the 

superseded Operations Procedures Manual). 
1.1 30/04/19 Update to responsibilities table under subsection 3.5 to clarify 

responsibilities between Urinalysis Coordinator and Governor 
or Delegated Officer.  

1.2 11/09/19 Minor update 
1.3 12/03/20 General formatting update and improvements 
1.4 17/01/22 Insertion at subsection 3.4 Penalty for drug testing offences 

which makes 56 days the maximum period for the withdrawal 
of telephone privileges. 

  

 


