


 Information pertaining to the reasons why the partially clothed searches and strip 
searches were conducted 

 The gender and indigenous status of the people subjected to the partially clothed 
searches and strip searches 

 Whether the people subjected to the partially clothed searches and strip searches 
are young people or adults in detention 

 The centre (including the type of centre, being a men’s women’s or unisex adult 
correctional centre or Youth Justice Centre) where each partially clothed search and 
strip search took place 

 The number of items of contraband located as a result of partially clothed searches 
and strip searches 

 The nature of those items.  
 

2. Any other documents that provide guidance on the conduct of partially clothed searches of 
detainees at the centres including, without limitation, instructions, manuals, guidelines, 
policies and directives. 

 
On 27 April 2023, I decided to:  
 

 to refuse to deal with your application with respect to your request for YJNSW 
information in point 1 (section 60(1)(a) of the GIPA Act), 

 that information is already available to you with respect to your request for YJNSW 
information in point 2 (section 59(1)(d) of the GIPA Act), 

 that information is not held with respect to your request for CSNSW information in 
point 1 (section 58(1)(b) of the GIPA Act), 

 that information is publicly available on a website in respect of your request for 
CSNSW information in point 2 (section 58(1)(e) of the GIPA Act).  

 
You were advised in the decision that in respect of point 2 of your request for YJNSW 
information, that this information is already available to you (section 59(1)(d) of the GIPA 
Act. You were also advised that the Department was waiting on a response on whether 
there are any updated policies and procedures and will provide a supplementary decision if 
updated information is held.  
 
I have received updated policies and procedures, accordingly, this a supplementary 
decision which considers the updated information received from YJNSW. This decision 
supplements the decision made on 27 April 2023.  
 
Decision  
 
I am authorised by the Principal Officer, for the purposes of section 9(3) of the GIPA Act to 
decide your access application.  
 
I have decided to provide you with access to the information you have requested in point 2 
of your request for YJNSW information.  
 
Reasons for decision 
 
Public interest considerations in favour of disclosure  
 
Under section 12(1) of the GIPA Act, there is a general public interest in favour of 
disclosing government information. Section 12(2) of the GIPA Act sets out some examples 
of other public interest considerations in favour of disclosure. However, I am not limited to 
those considerations in deciding your application. 
 
 
 
 



I find the following considerations in favour of disclosure are relevant to your application: 

 There is a general public interest in favour of the disclosure of government 
information. 

 Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to promote open 
discussion of public affairs, enhance Government accountability or contribute to 
positive and informed debate on issues of public importance.  

 Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to inform the public 
about the operations of YJNSW with respect to partially clothed searches of young 
persons.  

 
Public interest considerations against disclosure 
 
When applying the public interest test, the only public interest considerations against 
disclosure that I can take into account are those set out in the table to section 14 of the 
GIPA Act.   
 
I have not identified any public interest considerations against disclosure as being relevant 
to your application.  
 
Balancing the public interest considerations 
 
I have considered the relevant public interest considerations in favour of and against 
disclosure of the information that you have requested. 
 
Having weighed up the considerations in favour of release, and in the absence of any 
public interest considerations against disclosure, I have decided to release the information 
that you seek in full.  
 
Out of scope information 
 
You may notice that some information has been redacted and marked “s74-out of scope”. 
The following information is not within the scope of your amended access application and 
has therefore been redacted as out of scope information: 
 

 Signatures of staff members 
 Email addresses 

Review rights 

If you disagree with the decision in this notice, you may seek a review under Part 5 of the 
GIPA Act. You have three review options: 
 

 Internal review by another officer of this agency, who is no less senior than me; 
 External review by the NSW Information Commissioner; or 
 External review by the NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT). 

 
You have 20 working days from the date of this Notice to apply for an internal review. 
If you would prefer to have the decision reviewed externally, you have 40 working days 
from the date of this notice to apply for a review by the NSW Information Commissioner 
or the NCAT. 
 
To assist you, I have enclosed a fact sheet published by the NSW Information and Privacy 
Commission (IPC), entitled Your review rights under the GIPA Act. You can also find some 
useful information and frequently asked questions on the IPC's website: 
www.ipc.nsw.gov.au. You can also contact the IPC on free call 1800 IPC NSW (1800 472 
679). 



 
If you have any questions, please contact this office at infoandprivacy@dcj.nsw.gov.au.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Michelle  
 
Michelle Chau Hua 
Open Government, Information and Privacy, Legal 
Department of Communities and Justice 










































































